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AP ENGLISH LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION SYLLABUS  
Instructor: Jon Weller 
Classroom: 203 
Contact: jweller@tamdistrict.org 
 
Course Introduction  
  
Welcome to AP English Literature and Composition. The purpose and focus of this class with 
be on providing a college-level learning experience that will prepare students for the A.P 
Literature exam as well as prepare students for college.  This class will also enhance student’s 
critical thinking and reading skills, as well as analytical writing skills.  Throughout the year, 
we will examine a variety of British, North American, and World Literature that will expand 
student knowledge of history, philosophy, cultural traditions, and much more.  Below are my 
goals and priorities as an instructor.   
  
Instructional Goals and Priorities:  
  
1.) I want you to feel prepared and confident going into the AP exam in the spring.  
2.) I want you to grow accustomed to (used to) dealing with a college-level workload.  
3.) I want you to build confidence in your writing, especially for timed-writings, through 
practice, practice, and more practice.  
4.) I want you to feel confident upon entering college that you have read the “right books” and 
done the “hard work” in high school so that you feel prepared and equal to your fellow first-
year classmates.  
  
In order to reach these goals, we will be adhering to the curricular requirements described in 
the AP English Course Description.  We will be reading a variety of works-prose, fiction, drama 
and poetry- from the 16th through the 21st centuries.  While our selection of texts will be wide, 
we will often go deep into analysis of a particular selection, poem, excerpt, etc.  This course 
includes an intensive study of representative works of recognized literary merit including, but 
not limited to, those listed in the course description.  As we read, we will consider many 
elements of the work’s structure, style, syntax, themes, as well as other elements such as 
figurative language, symbolism, imagery, and tone.  Students will have opportunity to express 
your opinions on the text through a variety of writing activities, including journaling, 
annotating, free writing, creative responses, Socratic seminars, and formal essays.  Students 
will also have the opportunity and be encouraged to participate in class discussions, pair share 
partner work, and smaller group discussions.   Discussion and participation in class, will, in 
fact, be an important part of the grade.  In addition to participation, students will be required 
to revise and re-work selected essays or other writing assignments to improve precision and 
clarity of writing.  
  
Through reading students will be:  

• Developing annotating skills, close-reading skills, and other meta-cognitive strategies to 
enhance comprehension.  

• Building vocabulary from reading selections as well and practice A.P. multiple choice and 
essay exams.   

• Questioning as a form of discovering answers, connecting, interpreting, and evaluating 
texts.  

• Recognizing literary and rhetorical devices as critical components of reading and writing.  
• Appreciating the interplay of culture and history in developing textual interpretation.  
• Reading independently, monitoring their own reading comprehension, and discussing 

their findings in groups.  
  
Through writing students will be:  

• Draw upon textual details to make and explain judgments about a work's artistry and 
quality. 
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• Draw upon textual details to make and explain judgments about a work's social, 
historical and/or cultural values. 

• Practicing frequent, authentic writing responses.   
• Responding to on demand essay prompts.  
• Revising and reworking writing in order to improve elements of voice, clarity, persuasion, 

and overall effectiveness.  
• Honing grammatical and syntactical skills.  
• Focusing on word choice, syntax, and concision.  
• Developing strong claims that are supported by evidence and commentary.  
• Using rubrics for both peer and self-editing.  
• Responding creatively to a text or theme.  

  
Writing Requirements for this Course  
  

1. Students will be required to complete a world religions report at the start of the school 
year, in response to reading their summer reading assignment. 

2.  Students will be required to write a timed-write, on-demand essay every two weeks. 
3.  Students will write a personal essay. 
4.  Students will write a compare/contrast essay in response to literature read in the 

American Dream/Dream Deferred unit. 
5. Students will write a process essay which draws upon textual details to make and explain 

judgments about a work's artistry and quality. 
6. Students will collect poetry and write analyses of these poems in a poetry anthology 

project. 
7. Students will keep journals focused on various focus topics during the reading of each 

text.  These journals will focus their work on specific aspects of literature, movements of 
thought, or thematic ideas. 

  
  
Reading Requirements for the Course  
  
In choosing the texts for this course, there is a balance of contemporary books vs. “older” books 
from the literary canon while also looking to offer a sampling of literary works designed to cross 
cultures, social class, and themes.  Listed below are the directions for the year; please realize 
this syllabus represents many more choices that we may be able to utilize.  We will adjust 
course content together as we see what your specific needs are and how much time we have.  
  
Major Texts:  
The Life of Pi by Yann Martel 
Hamlet by William Shakespeare 
The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck 
The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald 
Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison  
Additional texts to be determined by student and/or teacher  
  
Short prose will include, but not be limited to:   
The Hills are like White Elephants by Ernest Hemingway 
A Modest Proposal by Jonathan Swift  
A Small Place by Jamaica Kincaid  
The Yellow Wallpaper by Charlotte Perkins Gilman  
How it Feels to Be Colored Me by Zora Neale Hurston  
A Good Man is Hard to Find by Flannery O’Connor  
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Additional Texts  
  
Poetry   
We will be examining poetry utilizing Francis Mayes’ The Discovery of Poetry: A Field Guide to 
Reading and Writing Poems, as well as poetry by Emily Dickinson, Seamus Heaney, Robert 
Frost, John Donne, Jay Wright, Shakespeare, Rosanna Warren, Gwendolyn Brooks, Langston 
Hughes, William Shakespeare, Pablo Neruda, e.e. cummings, Sylvia Plath, T.S. Eliot, John 
Keats, William Carlos Williams, Elizabeth Bishop, Theodore Roethke, Jimmy Baca Santiago, 
D.H. Lawrence, William Wordsworth, Sandra Cisneros, Adrienne Rich, and Ntozake Shange, 
among others.  
  
**Required texts are subject to change at any point throughout the year, depending on different 
factors, such as students’ needs and interests.  
  
A.P. Exam  
The AP exam will be in May 2019.  It is a three-hour test consisting of 55 +/- multiple-choice 
questions (one hour) and three timed-writings (two hours).  Whether students took an AP exam 
last year or not, whether students were happy with their AP exam score or not, this AP English 
exam will be challenging.  I want you to do well on this exam.  More importantly, I want you to 
want to do well on this exam.  Even more importantly, I want you to feel confident going into 
the exam. 
  
We are going to work hard and practice often in this course.   
  
Essays   
Expect our first practice timed-writing during your first or second week of school; we will 
continue to do one timed-writing every 2 weeks from that point on.  These timed-writes will be 
both analytical and interpretive in nature, depending on the prompt.  You will receive a rubric 
for every essay that you write.  These rubrics are taken from past A.P. tests and adapted to our 
essay assignments.  The basic rubric will stay the same throughout the year.  The scale is from 
zero to nine.  The scale is as follows:  
 
6 – A+ (100%) 
5 – B+ (89%) 

4 – C+ (79%) 
3 – D+ (69%) 

2 – D (65%) 
1 – F (59%)

 
You will also write several process pieces focusing on analyzing the text, reflecting on themes, 
and creating a cohesive, deep, and precise inquiry into the deeper ideas in literature. 
 
In summary, in this course you will be asked to write informally in an exploratory sense, 
interpretively, in a way that seeks to explain (expository), and argumentative/evaluative.  In 
each of these instances you will receive written feedback from me in the form of rubrics, and, in 
some instances, peer reviews in the form of writing circles. Feedback from me will include 
grammatical instruction, organizational support, attention to detail vs. generalization, and 
development of tone, voice, and syntax (sentence structure).  Based on our established rubrics, 
you will often score your own piece of written work first before receiving any results from me.  
This will help you to better understand and internalize the grading process. The majority of 
first drafts (of your essays) will be written in class.   
  
NOTE: Academic dishonesty will not be accepted in this class. Plagiarism (claiming 
someone else’s work as your own – i.e. copying a paper from the Internet) and cheating 
will result in strict consequences as deemed appropriate by the teacher and the school 
administration. These consequences usually result in a zero for the assignment, with no 
chance to make up the work. 
  
Tests/Quizzes  
You will regularly be given vocabulary tests, literary term tests, reading checks, and other 
assignments just like you have had in English classes in the past; these components of the 
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course will be explained as they arise.  
  
Homework  

You need to get used to the idea of having reading homework every night. Expect that it will be 
between one and three hours.  The majority of your homework will be reading-based and then 
writing, both formally and informally, about what we have read.  Because this is an accelerated 
class and also due to the fact that you will receive a grade “bump,” you must make sure to 
reach the standards set for this class.   
  
Participation  
Much of class time will be spent on discussions, whether it’s in pairs, small groups, or in large 
Socratic Seminars. If you are not used to speaking up in class, then it is important to push 
yourself next year to do so.  You will be pushed to think deeply about your reading and to 
articulate your thoughts clearly.  
  
Grading System  
  
You will be graded according to the following system of points, calculated within each Grade 
Category and summed up to a total:  
  
A= 90-100%  
B= 80-89%  
C= 70-79%  
D= 60-69%  
F= 0-59%  
  
Grade Categories are as follows: 
25% -- Writing:  Timed Writes, Process Papers, Reactions, Poetry Anthology 
25% -- Quizzes: Weekly reading quizzes, Vocab Quizzes 
25% -- Tests and Multiple-Choice Practice Tests 
25% -- Reading: Journals, Annotations, Responses 
 
Office Hours  
  
I am available for extra help, tutoring, or to answer any questions you have during 2nd, 6th, or 
7th periods, lunch, or break. Setting an appointment is even better, since I may not be in my 
room during these times.  Please email for an appointment (jweller@tamdistrict.org). 
 
Absences and Tardies 

Research shows that students who regularly miss class often have difficulties later in life.  
Often, regularly absent students have issues with holding down jobs, sustaining long-term 
relationships, and addiction problems (Sutphen, Ford, & Flaherty). 

Also, those who research school attendance note that there is very little difference in the effect 
between students who miss school for legitimate reasons and those who are skipping class.  In 
both cases, students are missing invaluable instructional time, and that time cannot be 
replicated outside the classroom (Smink).  In my class, truant and non-truant absentees are 
treated the same.  Their learning takes the same hit.  Both need to make up work, and both 
will remain behind the other students in knowledge and experience.   

In addition, research demonstrates that incentives approve attendance (Epstein & Sheldon).  
Thus, students who come to class on-time, rarely missing class will receive a grade boost.  The 
incentives for on-time, regular attendance are as follows: 

• No more than 1 tardy per semester -- 1% grade boost 
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• No more than 2 unexcused or excused absences per semester – 2% grade boost if the 
conditions for tardies is met. 

• Exceptions: School or sports related absences.  These include field trips, absences 
required by your school sports, or a meeting with Wellness, your counselor, or 
administration.   

These will be calculated at the end of the semester and applied to your grade. Note: A student 
who does not receive these incentives is not receiving a punitive measure.  They are simply 
receiving the grade they earned through their hard work. 

Online Work 
Most of the work of this class will be posted on Canvas.  Grades will be calculated in Canvas 
and summary grades posted on eSchool. Any typed assignments, online discussions, etc., must 
be complete on Canvas. Handwritten work, such as Timed-Writes and in class responses must 
be kept in your binder and turned in on the day it is due. 
 
Make-up and Late Work Policy 
In AP English Literature and Composition, students receive grades that reflect their learning. 
Learning, according to Hattie and Gan, comes from timely and effective feedback. Timely 
assignment completion is essential for the teacher to give feedback at the right time in the 
learning continuum.  Thus, assignments are expected to be turned in on time.  If 
circumstances, such as illness or excused absences effect the completion of these assignments, 
the teacher will give ample time to complete and turn in assignments, with the usual feedback 
on student work.  However, if work is regularly late, for reasons other than above, these 
assignments will receive a reduced grade, up to 50% of the assignment value.  Usually, in these 
cases, the teacher will reduce the grade by 10% for each class day (class day: days you have in 
this class).  
 
Materials Needed for this Class  
For this class, you will need a specific binder DEVOTED SOLELY TO THIS CLASS.  You many 
organize it as you wish, but it is a tool for preparing for upcoming assessments, including the 
AP Exam. You will be expected to have this binder with you everyday.  You will keep all of your 
work, assignments and essays, and other handouts in your binder. I also recommend that you 
get a larger spiral bound notebook for journals and ongoing response-to-reading assignments. 
In addition to your binder, you must always have a blue or black pen, paper, highlighter, post-
its, and the text that we are currently reading.  All timed writes must be completed in blue or 
black pen.    
  
Launch/Warm-Up  
Each day that you walk into class, there will be a “Launch” or warm-up assignment that will be 
on the board.  You must start working on this immediately.  Most often, it will be a question or 
short assignment for you to complete in your log.    
  
Paper Heading and Additional Policies  
Please place the title of your papers in the TOP LEFT corner of your paper. Include this in 
formation in the following order:  
  
Name  
Subject/Teacher’s name  
Class Period  
Date  
The assignment title should be centered at the top of the paper.   
  
All major papers must be typed in order to receive credit. I recommend that you type all drafts 
of major papers (after writing the first draft in class) since it will make editing and revising 
easier.  If you do not have a computer at home, you will need to use the library or computer lab 
at school.  Papers should be in Times New Roman 12pt font, double-spaced with 1” margins. 
This is standard MLA format.   
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 General Classroom Rules  
1. Respect yourself and others; no put-downs.  
2. “One mic”: Listen while others are talking and let everyone have their turn to talk.    
3. Be on time.  
4. Participate!  
5. No cell phones, IPODS or other electronic devices.  Cell phones, according to school policy, 
must be deposited in the cell-phone parking lot. 
  
Course Outline  
FALL SEMESTER  
Weeks 1-2 Course Introduction, Allusions, and Life of Pi discussions 

• Course overview, expectations and procedures.  
• Life of Pi discussions and project  

Texts include (and not limited to):  The Life of Pi, by Yann Martel  
  
Weeks 3-9: The Meaning of it All – Life in a World of the Unknown 

• Students will read and annotate Hamlet, by William Shakespeare 
• Students will write two Timed Write (TW) practices in response to Elizabethan prose and 

poetry 
• Students will participate in Socratic Seminars 
• Students will complete a Big Questions and vocabulary journal during the reading of 

Hamlet 
• In class acting and discussion based on the play 
• Students will read various sonnets, including works from Shakespeare’s contemporaries 

and poems from the 17th-21st Centuries 
• Students will complete language and poetry analysis 

 
Weeks 10-12: Literature and poetry from pre-Shakespeare to Early America 

• Students will read selections of poetry and prose from early English writers. 
• Students will explore literary and poetic devices in the cotext of these works. 

 
Weeks 14-17: Journeys Away-From Darkness and Toward Hope  

• Students will read The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck 
• Students will define and find examples of literary devices, collecting these in a notebook 

for a final grade at the end of the unit. 
• Students will participate in Socratic Seminars  
• Students will read and analyze the poetry of Steinbeck’s contemporaries, the poetry of the 

working class, and the poetry of the disenfranchised. 
• Students will complete two TW practices from poetry and prose related to the time period 

and theme of the text. 
• Students will write a personal narrative essay, with multiple drafts and revisions. 

 
Week 17 and Finals 

• Students will review literary devices, poetic devices, sonnets, syntax and diction, 
arrangement, symbolism, and allusion in preparation for the first semester final. 

• Students will complete 3 timed writes and 20 multiple choice questions for the final. 
 
SPRING SEMESTER  
Weeks 1-3 The American Dream  

• Students will read The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald 
• Students will complete a notebook analyzing the characterization and presence of mind 

exhibited in The Great Gatsby. 
• Students will read Hills Like White Elephants by Ernest Hemingway and analyze his use 

of symbolism, applying this knowledge to The Great Gatsby. 
• Students will practice Multiple Choice (MC) questions, and learn strategies on doing this 

portion of the exam as best they can. 
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• Students will complete 2 TW questions that deal with symbolism and characterization. 
• Students will read poetry from 18th-21st Centuries examining the theme of the American 

Dream 
• Students will engage in Socratic seminars. 
• Students will compare and analyze the works of Langston Hughes and Walt Whitman. 

 
Weeks 5-9 The American Dream Explodes  

• Students will read Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison 
• Students will keep an internal dialogue notebook during the text. 
• Students will compare speeches and prose from Malcolm X and Martin Luther King, Jr.  
• Students will read poetry and prose examining the American Dream from the experience 

of non-white Americans. 
• Students will examine music and art that explores the expression of the African American 

experience with the American Dream. 
• Students will practice MC questions with feedback and discussion. 
• Students will complete two TW question practices with feedback. 
• Students will engage in Socratic Seminars, four-corner discussions, and gallery walks. 
• Students will write a process essay which draws upon textual details to make and explain 

judgments about a work's social, historical and/or cultural values. 
 
 

Weeks 10-14 Literature and Poetry from 1800-present 
• Students will read short prose and poetry from 1800-present. 
• Students will learn to recognize style of major movements in poetry and literature. 
• Students will develop a clear understanding of poetic and literary devices in context of 

style and movements. 
 
Weeks 15-17 Review 

• Students will review materials from class in preparation for the AP Exam. 
• Students will create review sheets for four major texts that they have read.  Review sheets 

will include characters, conflicts, themes, plot summaries, symbolism, literary devices, 
historical elements, etc.  

• Students will create a list of important vocabulary terms based on previous tests and 
texts.  The list will include references to vocabulary in context, and students’ own 
connections to various texts.  

• Students will take practice A.P. tests, both multiple-choice and essay.  
• Students will examine eras in literature, from pre-Elizabethan literature to the present. 
• Students will begin a poetry anthology, in which they collect poetry from 16th-21st 

Centuries. For each students will write a 2-3 paragraph bibliography and personal 
connection piece.  

 
Weeks 18-20  Literary Lenses  

• Students will read The Giving Tree, using different critical lenses to analyze the text. 
• Students will discuss the texts of the course using different critical lenses. 
• Students will participate in Socratic Seminars 
• Students will present a poem from the year, discussing that poem from a particular 

critical lens. 
 
Teacher Resources (a sampling)  
  
Abrams, M.H. Glossary of Literary Terms.  San Francisco: Holt, Rinehart and Wilson, 1988.  
  
Blau, Sheridan.  The Literature Workshop.  Heinemann, Portsmouth, New Hampshire, 2003.  
  
Burke, Jim.  The English Teacher’s Companion.  Heinemann, Portsmouth, New Hampshire,   
1999.  
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Dean, Shirley.  Voice Lessons. High School Ed.  Gainsville: Maupin House, 2000.  
  
Mayes, Francis.  The Discovery of Poetry.  New York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1987.  
  
Meyer, Michael.  The Compact Bedford Introduction to Literature: Reading, Thinking, and   
Writing.  Bedford/St. Martin’s; 8th Edition, 2008.   
  
Web sites:  
www.apcentral.collegeboard.com  
www.newyorker.com  
www.newyorktimes.com  
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AP English Literature and Composition Contract  
2019-2020 
  
I, ______________________________, promise to put forth 100% of my effort into AP English 
Literature class. I understand and agree to the following:  
  
1.  I know that this is a college level course with college level assignments.  I understand that 
the focus of this course is analytical reading of and writing about literature.  
  
2.   I will be conscious of the fact that research shows that there is a direct correlation between 
lack of attendance and tardiness and low grades.  I will not miss school on a regular basis.  I 
will not go on extensive trips during the school year.  In addition, because of the importance of 
the A.P. test in May, I will schedule no absences between spring vacation and the test date.  
  
4.  I understand that a major requirement of the course is that I will volunteer in discussions 
on a daily basis; I know that the quality of my contributions to discussion will have a major 
direct effect on my grade.  I also pledge to not try to dominate discussion but be conscious of 
the need for all to participate.  
  
5.  I understand that this class requires a great deal of reading, most of which is done outside 
the classroom.  On average, I know that this class requires committing to an average of 1--3 
hours worth of reading each night.    
  
6.  I understand that I will be required to write essays and most of the first drafts of these 
essays will be written in class.  I will be given timed-writes (essay tests) on a regular basis.  
  
7. I understand that activities outside the class such as attending plays and readings are 
designed to expand my understanding of specific authors and literary techniques.  I will attend 
as many as possible.   
  
9.  I understand that any late work will receive a reduced grade, except for extenuating 
circumstances resulting from illness or other excused absences.     
  
I have read through this syllabus and fully understand what will be expected of me during my 
junior/senior year in English class.  By signing this contract, I plan to fulfill my part by 
completing all the necessary work to be successful in this class.    
  
  
  
Student Name: ________________________________  
  
Student Signature: _____________________________  
  
Parent/Guardian Name: _______________________________  
   
  
Parent/Guardian Signature: _____________________________  
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